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TOMORROW   IS   A   NEW  DAWN                SPRING, 2006

                                   MISSION STATEMENT OF THE FRIENDS OF BATAHOLA
Inspired by the vision of Sister Margie Navarro, CSJ and Father Angel Torrellas, OP  to empower the Nicaraguan people, and in unity   
  with the people of the Cultural Center of Batahola Norte, the Friends of Batahola strive to answer the Gospel call by afþrming and  sup-
porting their mission. We share who we are and what we have through friendship, prayer, solidarity and þnancial support. 

  The òCasa Materna-Mary Ann Jackmanó is lo-
cated in the town of  Matagalpa, two hours North 
of Managua. On March 15th it celebrated 15 
years service to poor women from rural areas. 
It is a welcoming  home where pregnant women 
come to stay for several days prior to delivery, 
and where, after the infantõs birth, they can recu-
perate, learn parenting skills, be nourished and 
readied for the trip back home. It is not a hospi-
tal, but rather the Casa provides transport to and 
from the local hospital. The Casa has assisted 
over ten thousand women, most with high-risk 

pregnancies....certainly reason to celebrate! 
The Cultural Center of Batahola choir, òAngel 
Torrellasó was invited to perform at this simple 
ceremony on March 15th. They sang a variety of 
selections which included the National An-
them, Mozartõs ABCD and everyoneõs favorite, 
òNicaragua Nicaraguitaó. Kitty Madden, a native 
of Michigan who has been associated with the 
Casa from its beginnings, welcomed the choir 
and told them òWe are grateful for the great joy 
you brought us at our 15th anniversary celebra-
tion. We cannot express enough how thankful 
we are!ó Interested readers may þnd out more
about the mission of the Casa Materna at the 
website: comnet.org/casamaterna 

               BREAKING STEREOTYPES

So what is it like to be the lone male in Saturday 
morning cooking class? òTranquiloó answers 
Luis Carranza, which means, òNo problemó.  And 
for Eric Quillen, who is in the sewing class, a 
similar response. Eric, a 15 year old who became 
interested in taking the cooking class about 
a year ago, credits his interest in this class to 
his grandmother. He is currently the only male 
enrolled in cooking, but he gets along great with 
the women and they all have the utmost respect 
for each other. Eric says that he can laugh with 

the women in his 
sewing class: he has 

always enjoyed this type 
of activity though not, at 
this time, planning to make a career of it. 
He is not, however, opposed to turning his love 
of sewing into a form of additional income. 
Along with Luis and Erik, there are three 
other men enrolled in traditionally women-þlled
classes including handicrafts and cosmetology. 
It is wonderful to see these fellows taking the 
lead in breaking down stereotypes. 

       THEATRE  PROJECT... PROMOTE  HUMAN        
                               RIGHTS

The Batahola Cultural Center was pleased to an-
nounce that it has been the recipient of a $5000. 
grant from the United Nations Development 
Programme for a theatre project whose purpose 
is to promote human rights in Nicaragua. 
Francisco Gutierrez, a member of the Admin-
istrative Team of the Center, himself a lawyer, 
assisted in writing 
the grant proposal. 
Francisco notes: 
òPeople here just do 
not know their rights.ó 
He adds that if there 
i s  t o  b e  a n y  h o p e of 
improving human rights in Nicaragua, the aver-
age person must learn what those rights are. 
Objectives of the project include the following: 

Å  Produce high quality materials to aid in teach-
ing human rights.

Å  Equip teachers, in both a formal and informal 
manner, to assist in spreading the message on 
human rights.

Å  Develop a drama course in which the students 
will be asked to write a script on a theme such 
as: human dignity, tolerance, equality of the 
sexes, a culture of peace and other social 
justice issues. The piece of the project, includ-
ing classes and performances, will take place 
between May and November of this year. 

      CULTURAL CENTER CHOIR JOINS IN    
     CELEBRATING THE CASA MATERNA 




