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_ LITERACY PROGRAM
CELEBRATES
QUARTER CENTURY

It has been twenty five years since the
Great Literacy Campaign took placein
Nicaragua. Shortly after the Revolution in
1980, there was a nationwide effort to offer
reading and writing skills to all Nicara-
guans. High school and university students
participated in the program, traveling to
every nook and corner of the countryside,
teaching basic literacy skills to every adult
who desired to learn to read and write.
Theliteracy raterosefrom 50%to 87% within
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thespace of 5 months. UNESCO recognized this
achievmentwithanaward.

Sister Margiehad not been long in Bataholawhen
sherealized thevalue of such an undertaking and
beganasmall program. At firgt, two or threeadults
ventured into night class, but, beforelong, more
and morepeoplesigned uptolearnthese
preciousskills. That was 22 yearsago and the
programisoneof few inthe country which has
continually offered classesover thesemany
years.

TheCenter offersanintroductory level, for
people who have no experience reading or
writing, and thenfollowsupwiththreelevels,
covering thefull six yearsof primary school
education. Of the 62 adultswho attended this
year'sprogram, 68% werewomen. Thereis
never achargefor theseclassesand the Ministry
of Education grantsadiplomato thosewho
successfully completethe courses.

SCHOLARSHIP
RECIPIENTS

The Scholar ship Program providesassistance
for needy children or adultsto take courses
offered within the Center itself or to assist those
who need hel pto attend primary, secondary or
univerdity classesat areaingtitutions. Herewe
profilejust two of thedozensof youthful
recipients. Fabiola DayannaFloresand Anahi
Chavez Cadtillo.

Fabiolais12years
old and attendsthe
Hermann Gmeiner
School wheredl
studentstakea
technical classin
additiontoregular
academics. Fabiola
chose" sawing” and
saysthat the
scholarshipmoney
shereceiveshel ps pay
for the needed materia sand school fees. She
aso appreciatesthetutoring and library
stancereceived at the Center, both of which
help to keep up her grades. Sheisan excellent
student.

Anahi hasbeen receiving scholarship assistance
forthreeyears: thefirst
year asarecipient of
computer classesat
the Center; the second
tohelp her complete
high school andthis
year to support her at
theuniversity.
Atage21,Anahi lives
at homewith her
mother who supports
thefamily by cookingand sellingfood on
weekends. Shecompletesher Socia Serviceby
tutoring younger children, library work and giving
workshopsin environmental education and sex
education.

OUTREACH TO A
LOCAL SCHOOL

The Carlos Fonseca Primary School is
located within yards of the Cultural Center
and actually was built by Sister Margie
and Father Angel back in the late 80's.
They later donated it to the Ministry of
Education, though the Center has always
maintained a close relationship with the
children and faculty.

This is evident in the current activities
offered to these children by the Center, al
of which are focused on helping them
becomewe|-rounded young citizens. For
example, for the first to third grade
students, there are “Songs and
Story Circles” offered through the Center’'s
Library, thepurposeof whichistoingtill into
thesevery young studentsalove of reading
andlearning.

On Fridays, the sixth graders come
to the Center for videos and guided
discussions on social issues such
as: protecting the environment,
health and family relationships, and
children’srights.

Over thesummer, the Center offersintro-
ductory music courseswith the
assistance of avolunteer teacher from Canada
whowill betherefor threemonths.

And, asalways, the Center’swell-
stocked library isopen daily for
student’s research, quiet homework
time, tutoring or leisure reading.
Many of theactivities, inwhich the Center
engagesthechildren of the Carlos Fonseca
School, arerun by young peopleinthe
Center’s Scholarship Program, their way of
giving back to the community through Socia
Service.



OVERFLOWING CLASSES
NEW TEACHERS

Withincreasing demandsby the peopleof
Bataholaand surrounding barriosfor aspotinthe
practical/technical coursestraditiondly offered at
the Center, several new teachershavejoined the
staff. Johanna, Daisy, M ercedes, and Juan are
the newest to sharetheir talentswith the
community. Johannalearned her own cooking
skillshere at the Center and now sharesthose
with 25 students each Saturday morning. Daisy is
very cregtively teaching acoursein handicr afts,
whileMercedesoffers* beauty class’ duringthe
week. Juan, amember of thechorusfor many
years, now teaches
theintroductory
music classes.
Another veteran
teacher, Cristing,
has 40 studentsin
her Saturday
“beauty class’.
Haircutsare
offered freeof
chargefor those
willingto be
recipientsof the
students’ newly
acquired skills

Damaris, practices
shavingwithadtraight
razor... using asoft
balloon asasubject
instead of aface.
Quiteaninovative
teaching technique!

Other coursesfilled to overflowing are: drawing,
taught by Wilmer and Ger ardowho have24 and
38 studentsrespectively; sewing, taught by Daisy
with 25 students, andLeve |11 BasicAdult
Education (equivaenttofifthand six grades
elementary) where Christian hassome30
studentsworking towardsthat coveted diploma. As
always, computer classes, with Soniaand her
assstants, dmost requirea“waitinglist” for those
anxiousfor knowledge of theseessentia skills.

STAFF RETREAT WITH
SISTER HELEN PREJEAN
AND JEANNE McMANUS

A MEMORABLE EXPERIENCE

Over aweekend in late April, the Center
Staff (teachers, maintenance workers,
administration—ALL) participated in a
retreat conducted by Sister Helen Prejean,
CSJ and Jeanne M cM anus, both
members of the Board of Directors of the
Friendsof Batahola. Jennifer, the Center’s
Coordinator, described the Sunday as a
“gpecid day—agreat way for al gaff to
(re)connect with oneanother and with our
Mission.” Oneof theother participants,
AlgandraMendez, Natural M edicineteacher,
said: “ Itwasavery enriching and pleasant
day...thegroupandindividud reflectiontimes
guided usintheimportanceof the Center’'s
mission, cultivating and dwaysmaintainingit as
centra inour daily work.

Themoment when wedid

the' Shawl Ceremony’ **

and expressed our personal

gifts to the community, was

very special.
| felt an emotion that even today | am
unable to express in words. Once again, |I'd
like to thank Margarita and Angel for this
gift of love that they left to Batahola and to
Nicaragua. Thank you to al the Friends of
Batahola who help to maintain and grow
the Center and to Helen and Jeanne for
sharing with al of us and for making this
retreat possible.”
Jeanneand Sister Helenwereequally as
positiveinther evaluation of theentire
experience.

**The “ Shawl Ceremony” refersto a
beautiful prayer shawl made by the women
of the Northern Cheyenne. As every knot
istied, during the weaving of the shawl, the
women say a prayer for the recipient. It is,
therefore, a wonderful and deep symbol of
love, friendship and prayer.

The shawl was originally presented to
Sgter Helen, and shehasbrought it to Batahola
to sharewiththe peopleat the Center. It has
been used for many special servicessuchasin

the ceremony referred to above.

LOYAL PARISH IN
CINCINNATI

Cincinnati washometo Sister Margie. In fact,
shewasPrincipal at oneof the Cathalic schools
inthat city before setting out, in 1964, to become
amissonary inLainAmerica But Cincinnati
wasaways"home’, and parishesthere, tothis
day, remainloyal to her memory and her
misson. |mmaculateHeart of Mary
Parish, througha“twinning program”, hassent
thousandsof dollarsto the Center for itswork
over thesemany years. SueKeefeanurse,
parishioner, and member of the Board of
Directorsof the Friendsof Batahola, hasbeen
super-activeinfund raising andinloving support
of the Center. Among many other activities, Sue
yearly gathersinterested adultsand students
who arewilling to sacrifice preciousvacation
daystolearn about and serve the people of
Batahola. Being part of the group necessi-
tates completing the required readings and
attending preparatory meetings prior to
travel.

Describing this year’s upcoming visit

(June 9-16), Sue writes: “ There will be
22 of us, 12 teens. We are planning
on getting to know the people of
Batahola with our eyes, our ears,
and our hearts—giving out reading
glasses, working in the neighbor-
hood, meeting with scholarship
students, attending classes, doing a
clean-up day, building relation-
ships, and sharing Bible study with
theteacherson Friday.”

Sue also mentions plans to meet with the
young people of the “Jesuit Volunteers
International” who are stationed in
Managua and to have a final evening meal,
after Sunday Mass, with the Administrative
Team, the Nicaraguan Board and old
friends.

We wish Sue and the group well as they
make the journey to Nicaragua. Of great
importance is the fact that Sue and the
group will present to the Center staff a
check for $13,000. — money raised at a
giant parish yard sale. Undoubtedly, the
Center staff will greet them with open arms
as such a generous donation helps to
support the many wonderful programs we
have partially described inthese pages.

TOMORROW THEREWIL L BEAAEWDANWNMNBATAHOLA
|



MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT, TERRI HOLMAN

“On Thursday, March 10, five board members
of theFriendsof Bataholamadethejourney to
Nicaragua. Wewere
greeted at theairport, as
aways withtheopen
amsof oldfriends, and
thistimeby anew friend,
Jennifer Marshdll, the
new Coordinator.

Early nextmorning we
attended agtaff
reflection, agathering

thefollowingSunday’s
liturgical readings Itwas
abeatiful, prayerful
experienceto hear saff membersreflect ontheWord
andhowitlivesoutintheir daily lives.

Then camethemany meetingsset upwith: finance
gaff, theAdministrative Team, Jennifer and the
Nicaraguan Board of Directors. Themestings went
very wdl and wewereableto sharethedevel opment
planwhichtheFriendsof Batahola havebeenworking
toward: Strategic plan, casefor support, budget and
god sdting.

TheAdminigrative Teamthen shared highlightsof the
accomplishmentsin eech of their departments.

M entioned werethedramaticincreasein enrollment,
new courseofferings, new teachers, theincreeseuse
of thelibrary by hundredsof students, andthe
successof theperforming artsprojects. Programsheld
throughout theyear weredescribed, includingawell
attended concert of sacred music during recent Holy
Week services TheFriendsof Bataholaweretruly
impressed with the continued progressof the Center.
Separatemeetingswerehd d withtheNicaraguan
Board of Director at whichthey updated uson
changestotheir membership. Fr. JoseLuiswill be
movingtoHondurasandwill bereplaced by another
priest. Sigter DianneFanguy isinthe United States
forayear . TheBoard putinlong hoursinsearch

of anew coordinator and feelsvery happy with
Jennifer Marshall who accepted the position and
started in January.

Besidesthemany hoursof meetings, weenjoyed
other getherings adeliciouslunch at Jennifer’ shouse
inthehillsof Managua; aSaturday night party, Mardi
Grasstyle, for someforty saff membersand guests.
Thewomenwhorunthesmall “ Cafe’ a the Center
catered addicious, typica Nicaraguanmed for dl.
Dancingand prizesareawaysthehighlight of the staff
party.

After Masson Sunday night, alargegroup gathered
for dinnerinhonor of, andin gratitudeto, Fr. JoseL uis
fordl of hisyearsof servicetotheCenter. On
Monday, the Friends of Bataholaheaded back tothe
United Statesmorethan satisfied with all that had
been gleaned fromthisvist.

SPOTLIGHT ON THE NEW

COORDINATOR, JENNIFER MARSHALL

Jennifer Mar shall began her positionas
Coordinator of the BataholaCultural

Center in January, 2005.
Origindly from

the Boston area, sheisa
graduate of Welledey
Collegewhereshemagjoredin
Linguistics.

Jennifer hashad various post-
graduate academic experiences
inboth the USand Europe. Prior
tothemoveto Managua, she
worked for severd yearsat “ City
Life/VidaUrbana”, anorganiza-
tionwhichworkswithwomen,
youth and familiesto defend their
rightsfor meaningful work, education and safe,
affordablehousing. Every skill desirableina
Coordinator of the Cultural Center seemsto have
beenfoundin Jennifer --summed up, perhaps, in
her ownwords: “ ...themost defining facets of
my lifesofar: faith, creativearts, and
nonprofit administration in the service of
social justice.”

Jennifer hastravelled extensively through-

out Mexico, Central and South America and
Europe and has alist of accomplishmentsin
her professional life that are already proving
to be valuable assets to the work in Batahola.
Her musical background alone is extensive,
as well as her study of and experiencesin
administration, research, communications,
fundraising, various forms of creative
expression and leadershipship skills.
Jennifer also describes the basis for her
chosen work:

“ God's call to walk humbly with
Him and to do justice...has been the
basis for my work and worship. To me
this means both service to the poor and
challenging the structures that perpetu-
ate poverty. It also means embracing
the challenge of diversity in all areas

of life.”

That the Center was fortunate to have teamed
up with Jennifer was due to the efforts of the
Nicaraguan Board of Directors who searched
far and wide for such a candidate.

On July 19th, Jennifer will marry Paulo
Madrigal, a Nicaraguan, whom she met in
Boston while he lived there for a few years.
Happily, her parents, Phil and Beth Marshall,
will beabletotravel to Managuato participatein
theceremony and festivities.

The Friends of Batahola wish her and Paulo
a grace-filled, wonderful life together. The
future of the Cultural Center of Bataholais
certainly ingood hands.

ACTIVITIES OF THE
MUSIC GROUPS

Alagtingtributeto Father Angel—these
continuous, wonderful works by the chorus
and orchestra of the Center. For Holy Week,
they prepared a beautiful repertoire of sacred
music and offered it in two well-attended
community concerts prior to church services.
Now they are preparing for the annual
“Choral Week” to be celebrated at the
Nationd Theatre (Ruben Dario) inAugust. Itisa
prestigioushonor to beinvited to participatein
thisyearly event. Thegroup haschosenthis
year's selectionsfrom* Ocean World” , works
by Anne Conlonwith music by Peter Rose. It
focuseson thetreasures of theworld'soceans
and hasbeen produced by UNI CEF. Someof the
pieceswhich makeupthework are: “ Creatures of
Cord”,“Enigmaof theDeep”, “My World",
“Sensuous Soul” and“ Angelsand Butterflies’. An
exampleof themagnificent lyricsfrom*“ Ocean
World”: “
Come, let me show you the beauty of
my home... creaturesof coral,
miraculous bone, life living city of
living stone.”

Besides the presentations of the chorus, the
“music” programs offer lessons and
programs for various instrumentals: violin,
viola, marimba, piano, and flute, as well as
traditional and sacred dance. Sunday
liturgies are made all the more precious by
the inclusion of these various offferings.
MAYRA VELAZQUEZ has been selected
as the new
Assistant to
Francisco Jarquin,
Choir Director.
She works with
Francisco
Gutierrez (Artistic
Promotion
Coordinator) and
Director Jarquin
to plan rehearsals,
choose music, and
look for waysto
engage chorus
members in the
lifeof thechorus
and the Center. Shehasalso taken over directing
themusic duringweekly liturgy. Mayrahasbeena
member of thechoir since shewasayoung child
and studied with Father Angel. Shehasbeen
steeped in music programs ever since.
Proficient in violin, she gives lessons in that
instrument to students at the Center and is a
member of the newly formed “Romanza
Women's Ensemble”’ as well as “Music in
the Barrios.”




HISTORY OF THE CULTURAL CENTER

BOARD OF DIRCTORS OF THE FRIENDS OF BATAHOLA

The Cultural Center of Batahola began in
1983 with the arrival of Sister Margarita
Navarro of Cincinnati, Ohio and Father Angel
Torrellas of Spain. Originally there was a one
room prefab structure with a woman
volunteering sewing classes as Father
formed the children into a little choir.The
Center, through some twenty two years, has
grown into a true oasis in a community which knows great poverty.
Thousand of lives have been enhanced though the career preparatory
courses offered at the Center, as well as through financial assistance
given to students to attend primary, secondary, and university classes
in the city. Courses offered at the Center are registered with the
Ministry of Education so that diplomas have National recognition.
Students who have benefitted are counted among the teachers,
homemakers, lawyers and doctors of Nicaragua.
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MISSION STATEMENT OF THE FRIENDS OF BATAHOLA

Inspired by the vision of Sister Margie Navarro, CSJ and Father Angel Torrellas, OP to empower the
Nicaraguan people, and in unity with the people of the Cultural Center of Batahola Norte, the Friends
of Batahola strive to answer the Gospel call by affirming and supporting their mission. We share who
we are and what we have through friendship, prayer, solidarity and financial support.

FRIENDS OF BATAHOLA
P.0.BOX 15204
BATON ROUGE, LA 70895-5204

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.friendsofbatahola.org

FORINFORMATIONONTHECENTER

US: damsels2@aol.com Tel.: 781-391-0230
NICARAGUA: batahola@ibw.com.ni Tel.:011-505-266-7737




